
How does the curriculum 
change from KS2 to KS3? 

From SATs to AQA



The focus at Key Stage 2 
is primarily on the 
technical side of English 
–SPaG.

This requires the pupil to have 
sound knowledge of concepts like 
word class, sentence structure, 
punctuation and spelling etc. 
which will prepare them for their 
end of KS2 test: SATs.



Typical questions on the Year 6 
SATs SPaG paper look like this:



and this…



In reading at KS2, questions focus on 
locating and retrieving information…



and again…



and on making simple inferences…



At Key Stage 3, the focus completely changes 
from the technical aspects of language and the 
more simple aspects of reading to the analysis of 
language (in reading) and writing for different 
purposes (in writing). 

This prepares them for their end of KS3 test –

The AQA Test in Reading &Writing



Answers are 
categorised as 
falling between 
a level 1 and 
a level 4, 
with level 4 
representing 
the most 
detailed and 
perceptive of 
answers.  



In order to achieve a 
level 3 or 4 (what 
we aim for) pupils 
will need to 
demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the 
themes and ideas 
presented, interpret 
connections between 
texts and –crucially–
select appropriate 
quotes directly from 
the text in order to 
justify their thinking.

Model level 3 answer



Language analysis   



For example:   

The ideal answer to this question will pick out the 
deliberate language used by the author and analyse it. 
Pupils will determine the types of words used (e.g. 
word classes – such as verbs, adjectives, adverbs 
etc.) and discuss how they work to convey the 
behaviour of the puppies. Pupils should also be able 
to identify linguistic features such as metaphors and 
similes and perform similar analysis. Ultimately, the 
language – and linguistic features - present in the 
source text typifies the behaviour of puppies and 
references to this need to be clearly and eloquently 
stated. 



Writing   



Writing   

Here, pupils need to identify the type of text they need to write and should 
include the appropriate text features.

The task requires a response of opinion. Pupils need to adopt a viewpoint 
(agree/disagree) and write in a way that explains this succinctly. They 
also need to match their register to the task – in this case, a fairly 
informal register that would reflect that it is a personal opinion on a 
website which can be viewed by the general public. 

This question is always out of a total of 40 marks with 24 marks being 
awarded for content & organisation (what is said and how it is 
organised) and 16 awarded for accuracy (use of ambitious vocabulary, 
accurate spelling & grammar, accurate sentence demarcation (punctuation) 
etc.).



Writing – Technical Accuracy   
As you can see, pupils need to be writing ‘mostly secure,’ showing 
some control of a range of punctuation, attempting to use a variety of 
sentence types, showing some accurate spelling of complex words and varying 
their use of vocabulary in order to achieve just a Level 2!



What can you do to support 
your children?   

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/School/books_ks3_english.book_EHS36

CGP books are great and cover 
everything your child will need to 
know at KS3 level. 

There is also an online version which 
accompanies the book so you can 
read it on a tablet or MAC. 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/School/books_ks3_english.book_EHS36


What can you do to support 
your children?   

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/School/books_ks3_english.book_EHS36

-Ensure your child completes their homework
and hands it in on time.
-Collaborate with teachers –raise any 
concerns you have and contact us when 
things begin to go awry. 
-Check Epraise – know what homework 
needs to be done when and for whom. 
-Encourage them to read challenging books
and make sure they quiz regularly–
they will need to have exposure to higher-
level texts in order to understand test 
material.
- Read regularly with your child and 
discuss the content of their books with them.

Help us to keep our standards high! 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/School/books_ks3_english.book_EHS36

